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TAGS: PFOR, ELAB, MI, SA 

SUBJECT: PRESIDENT BLASTS SOUTH AFRICAN MEDIA AND ANNOUNCES 
LEGISLATIVE ELECTIONS AT OPENING OF PARLIAMENT 

REF: BLANTYRE 1183 

1. AT OCTOBER 7 STATE OPENING OF 12TH SESSION OF PARLIAMENT 
IN ZOMBA, PRESIDENT BANDA STARTED BY ATTACKING SOUTH AFRICAN 
RADIO FOR "LYING" IN REPORTS ON MALAWIAN DECISION TO 
RECONSIDER RECRUITMENT OF MINERS FOR SOUTH AFRICA TAKEN AT 
RECENT PARTY CONVENTION (SEE REFTEL). HE SPECIFICALLY ACCUSED 
SOUTH AFRICAN RADIO OF HAVING BROADCAST THAT GOM WAS PUSHING 
TALKS BECAUSE OF ECONOMIC DIFFICULTIES AT HOME AND PROBLEMS 
UNEMPLOYED MINERS WERE CAUSING GOM. HE TRACED RECENT EXCHANGES 
WITH WF.NET, A AND SOUTH AFRICA ON THIS ISSUE. EMPHASIZING 
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ECONOMIC DIFFICULTIES MALAWIAN ECONOMY WAS PROSPERING AND 
THAT RETURNED MINERS HAD CAUSED NO PROBLEMS WHATSOEVER. 

HE THEN PRAISED SOUTH AFRICAN EMBASSY IN LILONGWE FOR HAVING 
"PROTESTED" THESE DISTORTIONS TO ITS OWN GOVERNMENT AND GOT 
IN HIS USUAL "I HAVE NOTHING BUT CONTEMPT" LINE AGAINST 
JOURNALISTS. 

2. IN MAIN SPEECH WHICH AS USUAL WAS SET IN HISTORICAL CONTEXT 

OF INDEPENDENCE MOVEMENT PRESIDENT ANNOUNCED PRESENT PARLIAMENT. 
ELECTED IN 1971. WOULD BE DISSOLVED AFTER BUDGETARY SESSION IN 
MARCH AND THAT ELECTIONS OF NEW PARLIAMENT WOULD BE HELD IN 
APRIL OR MAY. HE URGED SUPPORT OF MALAWI CONGRESS 
PARTY (MCP), WHICH WOULD PUT UP CANDIDATES FOR ALL SEATS, 

SAYING SUPPORT FULLY JUSTIFIED BY ACHIEVEMENTS OF PARTY AND 
GOVERNMENT IN IMPLEMENTING 1961 MCP MANIFESTO. 

3. IN SHORT, NON-SUBSTANTIVE CHAT WITH PRESIDENT 
FOLLOWING CEREMONY, WHICH ACCORDED ALL HEADS OF DIPLOMATIC 
MISSIONS. CHARGE STRESSED GOOD RELATIONS EXISTING BETWEEN 
MALAWI AND U.S. PRESIDENT BANDA AGREED AND EXPRESSED HOPE 
FOR EVEN BETTER RELATIONS. AS USUAL, HE FONDLY REMINISCED 
ABOUT HIS STUDENT DAYS IN AMERICA. 

4. COMMENT: DESPITE PRESIDENT'S DISCLAIMERS THERE IS GOOD 
MEASURE OF TRUTH IN GOM DESIRE TO RESTART RECRUITMENT OF 
MINERS BECAUSE OF LOSS OF REVENUES AND POTENTIAL PROBLEM OF 
LARGE NUMBER OF UNEMPLOYED EX-MINERS (PARA 4 REFTEL). 

PRESIDENT WAS CAREFUL TO STOP SHORT OF PREJUDICING FUTURE OF 
TALKS AND WE ARE LEFT WITH IMPRESSION THAT PLANS FOR FUTURE 
DISCUSSIONS AS DECIDED AT PARTY CONVENTION WILL HOLD. 

HOFFMAN 
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